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The time, however, is not far distant, when the Canadian
farmer will be unable to sell his lands in the Dominion and
with the proceeds procure a home in the States. When that
time arrives he will favor annexation as a means of raising*
his own possessions to a value corresponding to the value of
land in the States. The body of farmers, laborers, and trad-
ing people will favor annexation, ultimately, should the policy
of non-intercourse be adhered to on our part, and they will
outnumber the office-holding class, and thus the union of
the two countries will be secured. It is apparent also that
a policy of free intercourse would postpone annexation for a
long time, if not indefinitely. Give to the Canadian farmer
and fisherman free access to our markets and there will re-
main only a political motive in favor of annexation. The
English government is pursuing a liberal policy in its deal-
ings with the Dominion, and there is no reason for anticipat-
ing a retrograde course of conduct on the part of the home
government.

THE MISSISSIPPI ELECTION OF 1875

Iii 1876 I was made chairman of a committee of the Senate
charged with the duty of investigating the election of 1875
in the State of Mississippi. My associates were Cameron of
Wisconsin, McMillan of Minnesota, Bayard of Delaware, and
McDonald of Missouri.

By the election of 1875 the Republican Party had been
overthrown and the power of the Democratic Party established
upon a basis which has continued firm, until the present time.
The question for investigation was this: Was the election of
1875 an honest election? There was an agreement of opinion
that there were riots, shootings and massacres. On the side
of the Democrats it was contended that these outrages had
no political significance, that they were due to personal quar-
rels, and to uprisings of negroes for the purpose of murder-